
Understanding Your Legal Options and
Choosing the Right Lawyer



Pascoe Criminal Law: 
Accredited Criminal Law Specialist
Your freedom, reputation, and future deserve the strongest defence. 
At Pascoe Criminal Law, we deliver just that — expert legal representation from
an Accredited Specialist in Criminal Law.

Why Choose an Accredited Specialist?

When you're facing criminal charges, you need more than a lawyer — you need
proven expertise. Our Accredited Specialist has passed one of the legal
profession’s toughest assessments, ensuring top-tier knowledge, advocacy,
and skill for your defence.

What Sets Pascoe Criminal Law Apart?

Expert Representation: Accredited Specialists are proven experts in criminal
law — giving your case the precision and confidence it deserves.

Always Up to Date: We stay ahead of legal changes through ongoing specialist
training and development.

Efficient, High-Quality Service: Expect clear guidance, strong support, and a
focus on results throughout your case.

Truly Qualified Advocacy: Your rights are protected by a dedicated criminal law
expert — not just any lawyer.



Understanding Your Legal Options and
Choosing the Right Lawyer

1. Introduction: Need to Engage a Criminal Defence Lawyer?

Facing criminal charges can be overwhelming and confusing. Whether you’re dealing
with a minor offence or a more serious charge, having legal representation is crucial. 

This guide will help you understand the roles of criminal defence solicitors and
barristers, and why engaging an experienced criminal lawyer is essential to securing
the best possible outcome for your case.

2. Understanding Criminal Defence Solicitors and Barristers

While both solicitors and barristers are criminal lawyers, they have distinct roles within
the legal system. Understanding the difference between these two professions can
help you make informed decisions about your legal representation.

Solicitors Working in Criminal Law
In Victoria, a solicitor is a lawyer who has completed their law degree and practical
training and is admitted to practice law. Solicitors in criminal law provide a variety of
services, from offering legal advice to representing clients in court.

Criminal solicitors can work in private practice, community legal services, or for the
government. They are often the first point of contact for an accused person, providing
initial advice and court

representation. In the Magistrates’ Court, solicitors frequently act as “solicitor
advocates”, representing clients in both contested and non-contested criminal cases. 

However, for more complex cases, particularly those involving trials or appeals,
solicitors will often brief a barrister for expert court advocacy.



Barristers Working in Criminal Law
Barristers are independent contractors who work outside of law firms, typically
engaged by solicitors to represent clients in court. A barrister’s primary role is to
provide expert advocacy, particularly in complex or serious criminal cases in the
County and Supreme Courts.

Barristers specialise in trial work, often handling cases that involve complex issues of
evidence or law. They are known for their in-depth knowledge of criminal procedure
and their ability to advocate effectively in higher courts. 

Barristers are typically briefed by solicitors to handle matters such as contested trials
or appeals.

3. Consultation with a Solicitor: The Starting Point

When facing criminal charges, the first step is to consult with an experienced criminal
solicitor. A solicitor will assess the details of your case and help you determine the best
course of action. 

They will explain the charges against you, provide initial advice, and represent you in
court for less complex matters.

If your case is more complicated or may involve a trial in a superior court, your solicitor
may decide to engage a barrister to ensure you receive the best possible legal
representation. Your solicitor will guide you through this process and work closely with
the barrister to build a strong defence.

4. Why You Should Engage a Criminal Defence Lawyer in Melbourne

Engaging a criminal lawyer in Melbourne is crucial to navigating the complexities of the
legal system. Here’s how they can assist you:

Help You Understand the Charges Against You
A criminal lawyer will explain the charges against you and outline what the prosecution
must prove. They will also discuss potential defences and sentencing outcomes,
helping you understand your legal position.



Develop a Tailored Defence Strategy
Once you’ve provided your lawyer with the details of your case, they will work with you
to develop a defence strategy tailored to your specific circumstances. 

They will review all evidence, identify potential defences, and determine the best
approach to achieve a favourable outcome.

Negotiate with Prosecutors
In some cases, your lawyer may negotiate directly with the prosecution to have
charges reduced or dropped. 

They can also work to ensure any mitigating factors (such as a lack of prior criminal
history or remorse) are taken into account, which may reduce penalties.

Represent You at Trial
If your case goes to trial, your lawyer will represent you in court. 

They will cross-examine witnesses, present evidence, and argue on your behalf to
secure the best possible result. Having an experienced lawyer by your side can
significantly improve your chances of success.

Help Appeal Your Conviction
If you’re convicted, an experienced criminal lawyer can assist with the appeal process.
They will evaluate the grounds for an appeal, build a strong case, and represent you in
the appeals court to seek a reduced sentence or a new trial.

5. What to Consider Before Hiring a Criminal Lawyer in Melbourne

Choosing the right criminal lawyer is a crucial step in defending your case. Here’s what
you should consider:

What to Look for in a Criminal Lawyer

When hiring a criminal lawyer in Melbourne, ensure they have expertise in the area of
law relevant to your case. Look for a lawyer with a strong track record of success in
criminal defence and one who offers a free initial consultation to discuss your case.



The Cost of Hiring a Criminal Lawyer

The cost of hiring a criminal lawyer varies depending on the complexity of your case, the
lawyer’s experience, and the time needed to resolve the matter. 

Many lawyers offer flexible payment plans, and some may even accept legal aid for eligible
individuals. Always discuss fees upfront to ensure you are comfortable with the financial
arrangement.

Benefits of Using a Criminal Lawyer

There are numerous benefits to hiring a criminal lawyer:

Expertise: Criminal lawyers bring specialised knowledge of criminal law and procedure.
Legal Representation: They ensure your rights are protected in court.
Plea Negotiations: They can negotiate with prosecutors for a plea deal or lesser charges.
Defending Your Rights: Lawyers help safeguard your rights throughout the criminal
process.
Stress Reduction: A lawyer can ease your anxiety by managing the legal aspects of your
case.

6. Final Thoughts: Ensuring Your Legal Rights Are Protected

Facing criminal charges is a serious matter that requires professional legal assistance. 

Engaging an experienced criminal defence lawyer, whether a solicitor or barrister, is essential
for ensuring your rights are protected and achieving the best possible outcome in your case.

If you are facing criminal charges in Melbourne or regional Victoria, contact us today for a free
initial case assessment. Our team of experienced criminal lawyers is dedicated to providing
you with expert legal advice and representation.

Contact Us Today

For an obligation-free consultation and to discuss how we can assist you, call us on 
(03) 9668 7600 or visit our website pascoecriminallaw.com.au to book an appointment.

https://www.pascoecriminallaw.com.au/



